
 

 

End of Summer 2016 

News From The 

COMMON GROUND 

Mark Your  
Calendar 

To Pray  

SEPTEMBER  Recruiting has begun    Staff Retreat at Windermere 27th-28th 
 

OCTOBER 
 

 Annual Board Meeting 14th    Staff to MBC Annual Meeting 23rd-26th  
Please have end of year contributions postmarked December 31, 2016. 

“Whatever a person is like I try to find common ground, so that 
he will let me tell him about Christ” –Paul (1 Corinthians 9:22) 

A SUMMER TO REMEMBER 

Take a good look at each of these faces!  A big shout out to our very unique and flexible staff!  We had 
amazing college students this summer who gave exceptional effort and miraculous energy to being on 
mission through sports.  Please pray for them as we have 3 getting married and many others on to their 
adult jobs.  These alumni, staff, and “newbies” certainly made a great impact on Christ’s Kingdom and 
showed excellent leadership as they were asked to be flexible and serve on different teams for most of the 
summer.  We are always amazed at the sincerity of their hearts to serve and engage with children and 
communities.  Thank you to each one of you!  “Once a Crusader, always a Crusader.”  Recruiting has 
begun!  We are accepting 2017 applications.  Get one at sportscrusaders.org 

Email Trica@sportscrusaders.org with questions. 
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Spring 2016 

2016 HEART OF A CHAMPIONS (Served 4 Summers) 
Tiff Kempf    Sahrea Hall   Kaley Payne 
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Hello from camp P82!  This was an amazing summer and God was totally in 
control!  We are always humbled by the faithfulness of God year after year as 
He continues to provide and use the camp to reach young people for Him.  This 
was our 6th summer camp season of camp P82.  We held four full week camps 
as well as an associational day camp and other events involving other local 
church group activities as well as local high school sports teams.  It has been 
exciting to see the Lord open up new doors and opportunities for the camp to 
be used as a means of ministry and development. 

 
PRAISES:   

• 101 Campers-many returned 2 and 3 weeks to go through discipleship training. 
• Total of 38 girls during our one girls’ week.  We are praying next year about expanding to two weeks. 
• Total of 63 different boys in a total of three boys’ weeks, with an average of 21 per week.   
• All of these numbers were up from the previous years.  
• Many Knights in training were also brought up this year to be counselors and counselors in training. 
• 10 campers made professions of faith as well as 5 campers who rededicated their life to Christ.  

 
We are excited about following up with many of these campers this year and opening the camp up to weekend camps 
this fall and spring. Please continue in prayer for this ministry as we continue to develop the camp and provide areas of 
service as God opens doors. 
 
Again, we thank you for your prayers and support! 
 
In Christ, 
Cory Casey 
Director of Camp P82 
 

HOW MAY YOU HELP CAMP P82? 
We are continuing to pray for doors to be opened for God to use this property to bring glory to His name in any way He 
desires.  We always appreciate your prayers and support as we strive to develop the camp see and it be used as God 
so desires.   

• Wood furnace to heat building 5000 
• Used Bulldozer plus repairs for excavation and road maintenance $6500  
• Need a new cabin to sleep 20 more campers $9000 
• Sponsor a 2017 Camper $100 WE DO NOT TURN ANY CAMPERS AWAY 
• Any amount to support the many needed supplies and costs like insurance $10,000. 
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Summer 2016, was definitely one to reflect on and let the theme set in…...JUST BE.   In this 
American life we lead, it is so easy to always be comparing and looking around at what the 
world and others expect of us.  Jesus simplifies all of this by telling us to “JUST BE” HIS.  A 
personal focus for me this summer was to build more relationships with our summer staff.  They 
are each a true blessing and I miss their energy and joy for life.  Each one brings a special gifting 
and you just can’t help but love each of them.  Being more involved this summer in the camps, 
training, and debrief really helped reboot my love for this ministry.  To see first-hand the impact 
we make on so many people has been inspiring.  With the help of alumni and the Eldon head 
basketball coach, Brandon Kliethermes, we did a trial run on a one-day camp that raised $580 for 
a local family who lost their son to a drunk driver.  We had numerous alumni, current Crusaders, 
and our Mexico team come volunteer.  It was great training and really made an impact on my 
community.  I am truly blessed to be able to serve in this ministry that directly affects my church, 
school, and Camp P82 has reached many of my students.  My family and I would appreciate 
your continued prayers as I have taken on a second job teaching college business courses at the 
local high school.  We are also moving into our new home this fall to finally be settled after 2 
years.  Thank you for your financial support and prayers.   I love being on mission through 
sports!  I pray for those who take the time to read our “Happenings”!   

May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in Him!  Romans 15:13 

 Administration Corner 

Sports Crusaders is dependent upon the generosity of donors to continue reaching people for 
Christ.  Please consider making SC a part of your year-end giving. Please contact Cynthia 

Walker-Development Director at 816.273.9002 with questions. 
Donate online at Sportscrusaders.org 

Or Mail to OUR NEW ADDRESS   
434 South Summit Drive Holts Summit, MO  65043 

 

WOW! What a summer!  Every year I am blown away by how much God uses SC in the lives of children, our 
staff, and my life personally.  We celebrated 3 Heart of Champion Crusaders this summer.  Tiff Kempf, Kaley 
Payne, and Sarhea Hall.  These ladies faithfully served 4 summers with us.  We are also thrilled to announce we 
have hired one of our Heart of a Champions:  Kaley Payne as a ministry assistant.  GOD IS GOOD! 

James 1:2-4 says “Consider it great joy, my brothers whenever you experience various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. But endurance must do its 
complete work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing”.    

Our staff faced a lot of adversity and got the opportunity to practice endurance through many deaths in their 
family, illnesses, as well as personal and professional challenges.  In the youth ministry I work in at Union Hill, 
we lost 2 sweet youth to a car accident while I was serving on a mission trip.  As a result of this, God has created 
maturity and determination to continue the mission and strengthen me in a renewing way.  

Our staff literally took the “Do Hard Things” message Cory Casey preaches at training to a whole new level.  
Through it all, I can say that the Lord showed His sovereignty through every dynamic, glorifying Himself through it 
all. With our summer starting out short staffed, our students had to float to different teams most weeks, on top of the 
ever changing culture of a new church, new coordinators, and new children for 9 weeks. Yet, our students rose to the 
occasion to love on children, no matter the circumstances with 203 becoming new believers and many more being 
encouraged in their faith!   With the help of Cory, Cynthia, Randy and our alumni, and Crusaders, God was glorified 
this summer. Children came to know the Lord, learned to “JUST BE” His.  We were prayerfully found faithful in 
fulfilling the mission God set on this ministry 23 years ago. I am grateful that God has provided such a great team of 
people to work together on His mission through Sports.    
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Summer 2016 

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT 
River City Rascals 
June 11, 2016 
 
Since the River City Rascals minor league baseball team started in 1999, Randy has had the 
fortunate opportunity to serve as their team Chaplain. For many of those years, the Rascals 
have had a Faith and Family Night! Last year and this year the night was sponsored by Thrivent 
Financial who SC is one of the organizations that receives money from through their "Choice 
Dollar" program. (If you are a Thrivent member and/or you know others who are, I encourage 
you to give your "choice dollars" to SC.) This year, right before the game started, I interviewed 
on the field Rascals "closer" Zac Treece. Zac is having an outstanding season and was voted 
to this year's Frontier League All Star Game! More than that, Zac is a committed follower of 
Jesus Christ!! He had a chance to share his story to just over 3,000 people in attendance for 
the game! In addition to that, I was asked to open the game in prayer! 
Jesus said, "If I be lifted up, I'll draw all men to me." (John 12:32) 

 

CANADA, “CHAMP”LANCY, 
MENTORING, AND CHRISTIAN 

SPORTS RADIO 

 
 
Back in August of 2003, I took a group from FBC Harvester, 

under the umbrella of Sports Crusaders, to lead a sports camp through 
the invitation of the Westlynn Baptist Church in North Vancouver, BC 
in Canada. We had 53 kids and God blessed! I had no idea that 13 
years later I would still be going back to help lead the 14th Annual 
Westlynn Baptist Sports Camp in August of 2016! God has truly 
blessed this camp over the years! This past camp we had 104 kids with 
6 of them indicating they asked Jesus to take charge of their life and 
another 16 interested in doing so. Lots of seeds were planted and 
cultivated, and FUN was had by all! PTL!! (Of the 104 children, 27 
indicated on the registration form they had no church affiliation.) We 
had a team of 6 from Washington, 4 from Texas, 3, including myself 
from Missouri, 1 from Florida, and several from the home church that 
staffed the camp. (All of this from a church that "only" runs 50-60 people 
total on a Sunday morning!) 
Philippians 1:6 says, "He who began a good work in you, 
will continue it to the day of Christ Jesus." 

 



 

 

CELEBRATING OUR 10th SUMMER IN 
MERIDA, MEXICO 

By Mandy Asbury –  
President of The Missouri Baptist Credit Union and SC Board Member 

 

Members of this year’s team are: Kevin Shelton and his wife Sonia, Matt Hale, Matt Johnston, Mandy Asbury, Kaley Payne, Shelby Maupin, 
Brady Asbury, Cole Walker, Macie Halderman, Jeremiah Marlin, Rachel Leffert, Miranda Walker and Sports Crusaders International Interns 

Carson Myers and Caleb Sapp. 

Our Sports Crusaders Mexico Team returned home from Merida, Yucatan with reports of a very successful trip!  Our team was 
able to celebrate ESBA’s 30th year of youth sports in Merida while participating in their basketball and volleyball tournament that 
was held in memory of Sports Crusader Alumni Daniel Hale and ESBA former leader Jose Cortazar.  In years past, our teams 
traveled to area locations and towns to lead sports clinics which were followed by a time of testimony and devotion and 
competitive games in their respective sports. These events bring in many people from the communities and many seeds of the 
gospel are sown.  

This year, the tournament was held in the same venue throughout the entire week which led to a new opportunity for our Sports 
Crusaders. Our teams were able to meet and build friendships with many of the tournament participants. Our groups led evening 
clinics and devotion times for much larger groups than what our typical clinics see. This type of ministry is much different than 
what we have done in the past, but equally as important. The hospitality and kindness of the people in Merida never ceases to 
amaze our teams. We are greeted with an openness and appreciation which allows our message of the gospel to be heard. 

 “This past summer we celebrated the ESBA' s 30th anniversary and the Sport Crusaders’ team helped us making this celebration possible. Thanks 
to all the support, we had basketball clinics with 300 players. But the Sports Crusader' s job doesn't end in just playing. They also set the life 
example with their living testimony and excellent behavior each one of the days which helped a lot by influencing all the kids and youth lives that 
were involved in this event. They were also able to understand that even when they had to compete between each other they also were friends. Also 
thanks to Sports Crusaders, the life of a lot of kids had an impact by hearing that only Jesus Christ can really change people's life. I am sure that 
this past summer was one incredible experience for all of the teams and I personally thank God for each one of the Sport Crusader members!”—
Migeul A. Vado Casanova ESBA Director 



 

 

SC Given Opportunity for a Matching Grant	

Successful coaches and athletes know that one of the most important strategies for winning is to have a game plan. In 
Jeremiah 29:11 the Lord gives Jeremiah his game plan for Israel’s future, “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the 
Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”	

Sports Crusaders is building for the future and we need your help. Missouri Baptist Foundation has given SC a 
challenge of a $1 for $1 matching grant up to $5,000. If Sports Crusaders can raise $5,000 before the end of 2016, 
then MBF would match this with the same amount up to $5,000. In other words, $5,000 can become $10,000 to help 
underwrite sports evangelism through the Bobby Shows Common Ground Fund. The Common Ground Fund is an 
endowment which provides a stream of income that is distributed to SC once a year.	

Can we count on your help? Would you ask the Lord to lead you in considering a financial gift that will help us carry on the 
SC ministry into the future? Please join us by giving to SC’s future and being a part of the SC game plan to lead people to 
Jesus Christ through the common ground of sports 

	

A WORD FROM OUR FOUNDER:  Bobby Shows 
Have you ever been so proud that the buttons on your shirt almost busted off?  I have!  This summer my 
grandson, Cole Walker, went to Merida, Mexico with the Sports Crusaders for the 2nd time.  I realized the 
other day that he is the 3rd generation of Shows to serve the Lord through SC.  My daughter, Cynthia 
Walker, was one of the 1st SC to serve on the mission field in Belarus.  She since served at camps around 
Missouri and Arkansas, on the board, and now a full time staff member.  My son, Doug served as a SC many 
years ago as a referee.  My nephew, Dale Shows served on our first team and will be leaving with his family 
of 9 this fall to serve in Jordan.   

Brady Asbury, also has served for 2 years with our Merida team.  He is the son of SC Board Member and 
Crusader, Mandy Asbury, and nephew to Crusader Shelly Davis (2005).  Matthew Hale, currently a youth 
minister in Hallsville was a 2nd generation SC.  His father, the late Daniel Hale, was a close, personal friend 
of mine.  He was our first President of the Board and did many SC mission trips.   He helped us jumpstart 
our international missions to Mexico.  What joy fills my heart to see these young people continuing the call 
generation after generation to use sports to share Jesus.   

Our wonderful Executive Director, Tricia Alberts is carrying the torch along with her staff and the incredible 
summer missionaries she recruits.  Tricia also served as a SC in Belarus.  She and her husband, Russ, are 
raising their son, Christian, to love SC.  Christian who is now 8, will quickly tell you he will be a Sports 
Crusader someday.  Over and over again, I see the work of the Lord moving through the many people who 
obediently listened to God’s call.  I will turn 75 in October, and I am a spring chicken above my shoulders for 
those who are wondering!  I feel great and know your prayers for Sports Crusaders continues.  It does my 
heart good, knowing we have good folks like you out there, obediently serving, giving, and praying.   
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Sports Crusaders Ministries 
434 South Summit Drive 
Holts Summit, Missouri 65043 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

In 2016, OVER 2183 
Kids Reached with 
the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ! 

203 
Professions of Faith 

 
Over 3000 

Bibles Handed Out 
 

JOIN OUR MINISTRY 
At 

sportscrusaders.org 
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