
   

Summer 2018 

SUMMER BY 

NUMBERS 

Crusaders: 22 

Camps:  82 

Campers: 1592 

Decisions made: 118 

PLEASE PRAY 

FOR: 

Campers who attended camp this summer 

Crusaders as they return to school 

Our fundraising campaign or efforts 
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Meet our new  staff………….3 

Summer mission teams...4-5 

Giving options………………...6 

Camp P82 ...................... .7 

Summer Staff ................. .7 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 Aug– Various college Welcome 

weeks: SBU, BBC, HLG, MSSU 

 Sept– Various associational an-

nual meetings  

 Oct 21-23-Missouri Baptist Con-

vention meeting Crossway Bap-

tist Church Springfield 

 Nov 2-3-Sports Crusader Board 

meeting/retreat 

 Dec 31-Deadline for End of year 

giving receipts 
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Tricia Albert's on recent mission trip to 

Dnipro, Ukraine. This was the first bas-

ketball trip to Ukraine for Sports Crusad-

ers.  

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world. Galatians 6:14 
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 Jeremy Garten joined the staff of Sports Crusaders in 

May 2018. He serves as a Regional Recruiter for 

southwest Missouri, recruiting athletes to serve on 

summer staff. Jeremy is a native of Springfield, Mis-

souri and graduated from Evangel University in 2012, 

where he earned a Bachelor's degree in Recreation 

with a minor in Sports Administration.  

 He is also a member of First Baptist Church in 

Springfield, which has a long history of support for the 

ministry of Sports Crusaders. Founder Bobby Shows 

once served on staff there as Youth and Recreation 

Pastor,  

 Jeremy believes that Sports Crusaders truly is his call-

ing from the Lord, as it combines his passions for 

sports and recreation, Christian ministry, and working 

with kids. Aside from these, Jeremy's greatest joy are 

his nieces and nephews.: Lucie, Olivia, Henry, & 

Johnathan. Lucie and Olivia both accepted Christ after 

attending a Sports Crusaders soccer camp! Jeremy's 

life verses are Proverbs 3:3-7. 

MEET OUR NEW REGIONAL RECRUITER—SOUTHWEST 

MEET OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 

Kathy Flaugher started at Sports Crusaders May 2018. She is the   Director of  Operations and Church Relations 

and is responsible for the accounting and other office duties. I became a Christian at the age of 9  while attending 

summer camp at Harmony Hill. At the age of I5, I was baptized and became a member of Millersburg Baptist 

Church where I was an active part of the youth group until I went to college.   

I am married to John Flaugher and we have three daughters. We are members at Union Hill Baptist Church and 

our girls are active in the youth group.  I have my Bachelors of Science Business administration degree emphasis 

in Finance. Before coming to Sports 

Crusaders I worked at the University 

of Missouri for 14 years doing office 

support  &  accounting work.  While 

not working I love to read, listen to 

music and vacation with my family.  

Kathy with her husband and three daughters. 

Jeremy with his nieces. 

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms.  1 Peter 4:10 
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 Greetings from Mérida, Yucatán! Our family has been 

very busy this year and the summer was no exception as 
we hosted three teams. Sports Crusaders sent volleyball 
and basketball teams in June and we worked with a team 
from Cold Spring, Kentucky in July. God blessed us with 
many opportunities this summer that we are very grate-
ful for. Our volleyball and basketball teams went to over 
ten different locations to share Christ with the local people. Our clin-
ics ranged from 20-100 kids and we were able to pray with children and adults who made decisions for 
Christ. We are rejoicing with their decisions and have been able to follow up with some of those individuals to 
help plug them into local churches.  We took a more traditional SC model approach with our Kentucky team 
and held a four day camp in a larger village located about 30 minutes outside of Mérida. Hunucmá is the lo-
cation of a mission that we work with—and that Sports Crusaders helped start—and so we wanted to use the 
camp to help point people to the mission. We had between 30-40 kids each night and many asked when we 
were coming back to do it again. There is a great opportunity for ministry here and we are praying that God 
will open doors to a consistent weekly ministry in Hunucmá.  

We have had the opportunity 
to develop a relationship with 
an orphanage in Tekax, Yuca-
tán where we have visited 
and taken clothes, shoes, and 
activities for the kids. A lot of 
the members of the summer 
teams said that visiting the 
orphanage was the best part 
of their trip. We are excited 
to see where God takes us in 
this ministry and the future 
opportunities to work there. 

We thank you 
all for your 
prayers and 
support. Mis-
sionary life is 
not always 
easy but God is 
working here 
in Yucatán and 
we are blessed 
to be a part of 
it.  

Volleyball team that went to Mexico: 

Shelby, Rachel , Lexie , McKenna  

Basketball team that went to Mexico: 

Matt, Jared, Kevin, Alli, Jayla, Tim, Luke 

Team from Kentucky 

Asbury family in Mexico

Jared teaching shooting 
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From one team 
to five! God's 

goodness never ceases to astound! Four areas of the Ukraine 
(Lviv, Kiev, Poltava, and Dnipro) heard the good news of 
Christ through nine different camps! In the Ukraine, 
protestant churches are under scrutiny due to rumors spread 
during Soviet Union control. Many Ukrainians to this day, 
believe Protestant churches are a cult. Through sports, we 
can break through this prejudice and reach the children 
where they are. Many of these children had never read the 
bible before or been to a church service. Through these 
camps, over 250 children heard the gospel this year and 
many of them made it to the following church service. In 
devotional times at camp, they were allowed to open the 
bible in their own language and hear stories they had never 
been told. Children asked us to teach them 
how to pray, how to forgive, and what it 
took to get to heaven. One child had lost a 
friend to a motorcycle accident and wanted 
to know why God lets bad things happen to 
good people. For once in their life, they had 
the opportunity to finally ask the hard ques-
tions.  

Thankfully God is debunking the cultural 
prevailing thought by the love and kindness 
we share with these kids all week. At a 
church service that followed the camp in 
Dnipro, a church-goer overheard a parent 
scolding her child for bringing her. To her, being at this "sect" was 
an "embarrassment". The child turned to her and said, "I have 
been with these people all week and they are perfectly normal. You 
can do what you want but I will keep going because I know this 
church is good!" It wasn't just the children being reached either. 

ALSO... in 
Dnipro, a parent listened in on devo-
tional, unsure of what we were teach-
ing their children. After the devotion-
al time, he pulled the leader aside 
and began asking him questions 

about his own salvation! God is up to something in the Ukraine! Word is 
getting out and already we have requests for double the amount of camps 
next year. Praise the Lord! Please pray for the Ukraine and our leaders as 
we consider how God wants us to steward all these open doors! To Him be 
the Glory!!! 

U
K

R
A

IN
E

 

Kids in Ukraine reading the bible.  

Worship at camp 

Basketball camp in Ukraine. 

Soccer drill in Kiev 
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Over the last 25 years, this ministry has 

touched the lives of over 51,161 campers and 

5,938 of them have accepted Jesus as their personal savior!  That is something to cele-

brate!  As you may know, Sports Crusaders relies on the gifts from folks like you to op-

erate.  When you give, you invest in the lives of children across 4 states (Arkansas, Illi-

nois, Missouri and Texas) and in 3 countries (Mexico, Ukraine and USA)  We are ask-

ing you to prayerfully consider what God would have you give to the ministry of Sports 

Crusaders.   

As our ministry grows, we have taken some bold steps toward securing great staff.  Af-

ter 25 years of ministry, we now have three staff members who are partially funded by 

our budget. Historically, staff members must raise 100% of their salaries.  This year, we 

also gave our summer staff a raise for the first time in 15 years.  Have you read this 

newsletter to see what God has done through Sports Crusaders this year?  Full time 

missionaries in Mexico, and two teams traveling there to do clinics;  Five teams travel-

ing to Ukraine to conduct clinics;  Eight teams of Crusaders in the states for 9 weeks of 

ministry. Over 1500 children got to experience our camps this summer in the USA 

alone.  More than 100 accepted Jesus as their personal savior!  When you are a “faith-based” ministry, the road to 

development is definitely a journey.  So will you join us in this faith journey and invest in the future of Sports Cru-

saders? How can YOU give? Three ways!!! 

 www.sportscrusaders.org  “Donate” tab, Register with Network for Good to be in

our ONLINE network and mobile giving

 Contact us at info@sportscrusaders.org for a form to fill in for a monthly ACH

option for Direct transfer from your checking account

 Mail a check made payable to Sports Crusaders to:  434 S Summit Dr.,

Holts Summit MO 65043 

It is such a privilege to serve in this ministry!  God has blessed us with 25 years!  Can’t 

wait to see what He does over the next 25!  We appreciate each and every one of you 

who sacrificially give each month.  Without you, this ministry would not be possi-

ble.  From all of the Sports Crusaders Missionaries...THANK YOU! 

Emily, Scarlett and Laney 

with campers at Union Hill. 

Rachel and camper at Union Hill 

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 

certain of what we don’t see”.   

Hebrews 11:1 

mailto:info@sportscrusaders.org
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My Sports Crusaders experience has been quite the adventure. I was a 

sports crusader last summer as a team member and this summer I had 

become a team leader. With this being my second summer, I expected a 

lot of the same things to happen and that I was going to be ready for 

every situation. Man was I wrong. While there were some similarities, I 

was faced with a variety of challenges as well. With these new challeng-

es, it was amazing to see all of the different ways God was able to work 

and use my team to witness to all these great kids through whatever 

issue arose. I would say that the main takeaway I got from the summer 

is a larger picture of how powerful God is. 

Chris Sadler—Team Leader, Second Year Crusader 

 

Leaders talking to the teams during training 

week 

CAMP P82 

Campers and team at Camp P82 

This year Camp P82 added a craft cabin in the old 

covered wagon,  The boys trade and shower house. 

They had 5 weeks of camps with 150 campers and 21 

salvations. Along with one associational camp. 

Girls craft cabin at camp P82 

Big Dog recipients with Crusaders. 
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WE WANT TO SAY 

“THANK YOU” 

TO OUR SHIRT FOLDERS, 

HOST HOMES, AND HOST 

CHURCHES WITHOUT 

YOU OUR SUMMER 

WOULD NOT BE THE 

SAME. 

Sports Crusaders 

434 S Summit Dr  

Holts Summit MO 65043 

Phone: 573-896-6095 

sportscrusaders.org 

Give Thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5 :18 


