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I had no idea the impact that Sports
Crusaders would have on my life this
summer. I committed my summer
ministering to kids and youth through
sports and recreation. This was
definitely accomplished, but I wasn’t
expecting the immense spiritual
growth in my life during this season.
Being on a team with other crusaders
gave me the opportunity for
fellowship with other believers who
shared similar interests. It allowed me
to be spiritually refreshed after
pouring out to the kids at the camps
we traveled to. Throughout the
summer, God was faithful by
equipping me with the tools to share
the love of Jesus with those around
me. I witnessed several campers
accept Christ and couldn’t be more
thankful for the opportunity Sports
Crusaders provided to make this
happen. I learned to love through
difficult behavior, listen to the
hardships and broken lives of the
campers, and pray, pray, pray. For the
first time in my life, I was able to share
my full testimony as a demonstration
of the love of God in my life and how
the only fulfillment on this side of
heaven is Christ. It was
unquestionably worth all those early
mornings, sweating through outdoor
activities, and feeling exhausted but
accomplished at the end of the day.
The opportunities you will experience
are worth far more than any monetary
value on this earth. I am honored to
have been a part of this amazing
organization. --Claudia Nichols
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VOICE FROM THE FIELD

"Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ." Philippians 1:27



Here at First Baptist Church, Cassville, MO Sports
Crusaders (SC) have been a vital part of reaching our
area for Christ.Because of circumstances beyond our
control, for the first time in over 20 years, we were not
able to use a team from SC to lead our sports camp.
Since Crusaders was not an option, I was able to put
together a group of local students and adults to lead
our camp. I could not have had a better group leading
the camps. In conjunction with our Vacation Bible
School,  we offered soccer and basketball .As you can
see by the picture, numerically, it was a success but
more importantly we saw a couple of our kids
surrender  their lives to Christ. 

The last week of July a mission’s team of us from
church headed to First Baptist Church in Miller, SD,
average attendance of 10 to 12, to conduct an
evangelistic sports camp that included soccer and
basketball. This would be our sixth year working with
them. In years past we’ve seen maybe 15 kids attend
and no visible results. This year, God showed up. We
averaged around 30 campers each day with one
making the decision to give their life to Christ. It was
such an encouragement to Pastor Will Page to have
some evidence that his work is not in vain. 

If the ministry of Crusaders never existeD, I would not
know how to do evangelistic sports camps on my own.
Crusaders have established a model for doing camps
that reach communities for Christ, so I build our camps
based on this model. It works! 
God is so Good!

Jeff Allee, Sports Crusaders Board Chairman
Recreation Minister | First Baptist Church. | Cassville

MO 

 

On Mission With SC For 20 Years:  
FBC Cassville, MO

Carson Whittemire
 Camp in Miller, South Dakota



"The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps"
Proverbs 16:9

 Hello, my name is Carson Whittemire, and I just completed my
freshmen year of college. Growing up I was raised in church, and
I felt a calling to missions and youth while I was in 6th grade.
After third grade, I attended a Sports Crusaders (SC) camp
hosted by my home church, First Baptist of Cassville, MO, and
while I can’t remember a single team leader that summer, I
remember the impact it made on me in wanting to be a Crusader
myself. 
 
Over the past 7 years, I’ve been helping with a Sports Crusader-
type camp in Miller, South Dakota. Under the direction of SC
board member Jeff Allee, I’ve been able to grow and learn how
to use sports such as baseball, basketball, and now soccer, to
advance the Gospel and ultimately plant seeds in many
children’s hearts.  
 
This summer we introduced soccer as a camp option for the
children up in Miller and between both soccer and basketball,
we saw approximately 30 kids. This year we did see one
salvation take place and we are excited for what the future
holds for that child, his family, and the entire town and
community of Miller.  
 
What has Sports Crusaders meant to me? That is an outstanding
question. Without Sports Crusaders I truly don’t think I’d be
where I am today. Although that may sound cliché, my love for
basketball and soccer grew exponentially and it allowed me to
push further because I had Crusader leaders that showed me
the Christlike love that we all wish to exemplify. As I continued
to grow, I continually wanted to be like them. 
 
While serving with our South Dakota mission team 3 years ago, I
was challenged to consider praying about being a Sports
Crusader for a full summer. As much as I’ve wanted to,
circumstances and life itself kept it from happening.  However,
early this year, Tricia visited my church yet again and asked me
if I was still eager to become a Crusader and for the first time in
three years, I was able to say yes and commit to serving this
next summer full time, on mission through Sports Crusaders. 
 
The question that comes to mind is what am I looking forward to
the next step of living out my faith? And ultimately, I’d have to
say that I’m most excited for the opportunity of spreading God’s
Word to kids. I’ve helped with various sports camps in recent
years, but none of them feel like they amount to anything.
Sports Crusaders to me means more because we are planting
seeds and maybe even leading kids to the best decision they will
ever make, giving their life to Christ as not only their Savior but
their Lord as well.  
 
-Carson Whittemire 

 

2023 SPORTS CRUSADER!

It has been said "times they are changing". We are
seeing constant change in our daily lives and most
certainly, ministry is not exempt from that! The way
in which we minister may change a bit, but the
mission remains the same. The message of the
Gospel is the only thing that never changes. God
doesn't change folks! He is the same today,
tomorrow and forever! 

This summer was the most "trying" of any summer I
have personally experienced. For the first time in 29
years we were forced to cancel our sports camps in
churches across the state. We did, however, have 7
college students who were committed to the
mission of the Camp Rec team. We assisted with
Association Camps across the state and did a great
job sharing  with those children. I am so thankful for
these seven students.  I am also thankful for  the
Alumni represented in these communities who see
the importance of being "On Mission" through
sports!    This IS our MISSION!  I have spent a lot of
time seeking the Lord this summer and learning
more in His silence and in the waiting for what God
would have us do in the next generation of Sports
Crusaders. We are to remain steadfast in the
mission of reaching others for Christ, whether it be
in our families, workplaces, children, college
students, or friendships.  The world needs what we
have, they are starving for it! We must DO what God
has commissioned us all who are believers to do.We
must be obedient.   Ephesians 6:13 " Therefore take
up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand firm."

Going forward, we need missionaries! Pray that God
will send us exactly who He has ordained for this
mission next summer!  There are children who need
to hear the Gospel message through our camps.  If
you know of any students who could do these
camps please send them our way! 

We are celebrating 30 years of ministry next May! 
 Can you believe it?!! Let Him find us faithful.   Oh,
that this would be our best year of ministry yet for
me AND for YOU!  

-Tricia Alberts
Executive Director

FROM OUR DIRECTOR
Tricia Alberts



ONCE A CRUSADER - ALWAYS A CRUSAER
RUSSELLVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH

I had the privilege of leading the basketball camp at
Russellville’s Sports Crusaders camp. The camp was a huge
success because of the efforts of Denita Jenkins, Debbie
Schroer, Rachel Ratcliff and the Crusader’s team leader
Reagan Jenkins. (Pictured right) It was definitely fun to work
beside some past crusader alumni, along with new
Crusaders that have the same passion I did 20 years ago.
Bringing sports, which is a thing we love and are passionate
about, to bridge the gap and create the gospel
conversations with the students that attended. 

It was great to meet all the little sports crusaders that
attended the camp but perhaps the coolest part is that I can
continue to build those relationships with those students
throughout the year as I live and serve in the community of
Russellville. It is no doubt a longer day when you are 42 but
the reward is still the same when you have the ability to
change/impact kids’ lives in such a positive way. I believe
there is interest in the churches and community to continue
sports crusaders in the future with a similar model but the
coined term “It takes a village” is certainly true. 

--Chris Brizendine, Alumni, 4 year Board Member

The week of Sports Crusaders starts months in advance
for me as the director. Around January, I start talking with
the school administrators about getting our camp put on
the summer calendar. I try to get my camp on their first
but know that the school teams take priority since we use
their facilities. The first of May I send out flyers through
the school so that parents are able to plan vacations and
other camps around our camp week. After that I just pray
and talk with members of our churches and plant seeds
about where I might need help. Since we have had camp
for about 20 years many of our members know what to
expect and are very willing to help. I try really hard to
include as many members of our church as possible. Our
Older Adult Sunday School class prays for each of the
leaders as they start getting assigned. The other Adult
Sunday School class helps mostly with the meals for the
week either lunches or suppers if needed. The younger
Adult Sunday School class is not given a task, because
most of them have children or friends of the childrene
attending camp, so they treat that as their mission field.  

Once a student gets into high school I will allow them to be
helpers in our camps. These students must demonstrate
high character both on and off of the court or field. During
the camp these high school helpers aid the coaches in any
way necessary from being examples during drills, to
running errands or bringing them to me for ice packs. They
are also asked to attend and be active participants in
devotion time as well. We take this position very seriously
at our camp and really talk with the students about how
important this role is. These are the students that the
younger kids will be watching during high school sports
and we want someone that will show a Christ like attitude
both on and off the court/field.

SHARE YOUR SC STORY AT
TRICIA@SPORTSCRUSADERS.ORG 



Finally, the last group of people we  incorporate into
our camp is the visiting team. We ask a group of
people that are willing to follow up with our campers,
especially decisions, and visit with them in their
homes. At the end of the summer our church hosts a
large family event that has free food and games and
the visiting team will meet with each child and their
family and then invite them to this church wide event.
This event is usually very well attended because it is
non-threatening, usually held outside on church
grounds. This is how we wrap up all of our mission
work for the summer and it has always been very well
attended.
 
Sports Crusaders has given our church a mission that
involves all ages of our church no matter what your
talent is. Because we have done camps for so many
years it has been fun to watch past campers turn into
high school helpers and then coaches themselves.
Watching the relationship that is built between all that
are involved has been another great blessing that has
come from this great local mission opportunity. 
 

--Denita  Jenkins, Alumni, Camp Host Coordinator

This summer was different from any other
summer that I’ve had. I have been around
Sports Crusaders all my life so I know what a
sports camp looks like. Even though we had
very few sports camps, our team saw God
working in very different ways than before.
Personally, I saw how God was going to use me
in the very first camp. I saw how God was able
to use my story to help work in the kids’ lives.
The kids we worked with were amazing but
somehow I needed them more than they
needed me. I grew so much in my faith this
summer and I have finally found my identity in
Him. I learned what it meant to be Christ-like. I
have met so many great people who continue
to help me grow in my faith and I wouldn’t be
where I am without them. I wouldn’t have
changed anything about this summer.

--Reagan Jenkins-3rd Year Crusader

My time with Sports Crusaders was very memorable to say the least. The friendships
made will never be broken (plus I met my wife). I worked for Sports Crusaders for 5
summers starting after I graduated high school. I had an absolute blast with every
summer I came back. I learned so much about my faith and grew so much in my faith.
This past summer felt more real than any other summer doing these camps. The
interactions with the kids and the adults were genuine conversations. Every week was
breathtaking in extraordinary ways. I wouldn’t have traded this experience for any other
opportunity. Sports Crusaders is one of the greatest places to work. You feel loved and
taken care of. Each and every board member and director of the organization really
embodies the love of Jesus. They show you how we as Christians are supposed to act. I
have loved every summer doing these camps. I don’t regret a single thing. Thank you
Sports Crusaders. CRUSADERS FOR LIFE!!                                                    -Tim Sadler |Alumni 

Meet the Jenkins: 
Mother and Daughter On

Mission 

HAVE A RECRUIT?  CONTACT US! 



When I coached with Sports Crusaders while I was a college athlete, it was full of experiences that shaped my
life. As a soccer player, my skills improved from the raw hours of time spent with a ball at my feet. We
learned tons of skills and tricks to impress the little eyes that watched us and looked up to us. Plus, working
with hundreds of kindergarteners over the summer gave me the confidence to do the same to my teammates
when I arrived at preseason camp in August. Although the real learning and growing was in the spiritual areas
and the culture experiences. 

Our job was not only to improve the campers’ sports skills, but also to share Jesus with them. My toddler
found one of our witness tools at my mom’s house the other day and brought it to me. So easily my hands
formed the cube and almost without thinking I shared the story of Christ and God’s love. During our sports
camps, with that cube we shared Christ with hundreds of kids each summer, many of them accepting Christ
in their hearts.

We planned our camp schedules and activities, so that each week we could replicate it; and you would think
that it would become monotonous. But what made it so exciting each week was the incredible differences of
culture that were just hours from our home towns. One week we would be at a welcome party in a small town
like Mayberry meeting every single member of the church at a potluck, then the next week we would be in a
neighborhood where no one spoke English and our coaching skills would be tested to perform a camp
without being able to speak the same language. We stayed in houses with full arcades set up in the basement,
and quiet houses in the country full of home cooked meals. We coached kids in cities where obviously the
kids played on teams, even a lot of competitive teams, but then also in areas where kids have never been
able to afford to be on a team. It seemed like we were missionaries to different foreign countries without ever
having to leave the Midwest. 

My husband and I have adopted five kids out of foster care, have one biological child, and are pursuing our
first international adoption. With so many kids in our house sometimes it feels like I’m running summer
camps in my own home. As we are filling out our paperwork for our international adoption, I am grateful for
the many experiences I have had throughout the years through sports crusaders camps and missions trips. I
love culture and finding out the different ways that people live their lives. When the agencies ask us how we
are going to be able to embrace our new child’s culture and country, I feel confident that we will be able to
mesh together and learn more about how he grew up and what customs they have in his area.

Over the years Sports Crusaders has undoubtedly influenced thousands of children pointing them towards
Christ, but also grown hundreds of college students into confident and cultured adults showing Christ’s love
in their daily lives.

 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:  
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TIM SADLER
5 SUMMERS
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YOU MIGHT FIND YOUR SPOUSE HERE, TOO!  SERVE SUMMER 2023



434 S Summit Dr.|Holts Summit|MO |65043

 www.sportscrusaders.org
Phone: 573.896.6095
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YOUR  TSHIRT
DESIGNED BY

CRUSADER
ALUMNI--

 JOSH BERTRAM
AND WIFE,
CHRISTA 

"Yes, whatever a person is like, i try to find common ground with him so that he will
let me tell him about Christ and let Christ save him." 1 Cortinthians 9:22 TLB


